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A LETTER

QUAD CITY ARTS

As we refl ect on the year 
2023, we are fi lled with 
grati tude 
for the unwavering 
support of our patrons, 
whose contributi ons 

have propelled Quad City 
Arts along a remarkable 

trajectory of growth and 
innovati on. Building upon the 

solid foundati on established in 2022, this past year was 
marked by signifi cant advancements and achievements 
that have enriched our cultural landscape.

QUAD CITY ARTS’ ARTIST INDEX
In February 2023, we proudly launched the Quad City 
Arts’ Arti st Index, a custom-built digital platf orm. This 
innovati ve tool, housing nearly 200 arti st profi les, 
has swift ly become a vital resource for businesses and 
community members to discover and engage with local 
talent. More than just a directory, the Arti st Index serves 
as a dynamic connector—and provides Quad City Arts with 
a tool to fi nd arti sts for projects with ti melines to do not 
allow for an open call to be posted.

ADVANCING PLACEMAKING INITIATIVES
Our longstanding commitment to placemaking has been 
further cemented through strategic partnerships 

and high-profi le projects. Notably, our collaborati on with 
the Moline Public Art Commission facilitated the creati on 
of a breathtaking mural by the globally acclaimed arti sts, 
WERC & GERALUZ. This initi ati ve not only transformed 
Moline’s skyline but also rekindled a regional enthusiasm 
for public art and placemaking, promising the advent of 
additi onal murals and arti sti c endeavors in the 
Quad Citi es.

EMPOWERING LOCAL ARTISTS
In recogniti on of the shift ing needs and aspirati ons of 
our local arti sts, we have intensifi ed our initi ati ves to 
support their integrati on and success within the creati ve 
economy. This year, we eagerly anti cipate the launch 
of two pioneering pilot projects. Firstly, Project LAB 
(Learning Art Business), craft ed in conjuncti on with the 
Creati ve Empowerment Initi ati ve, is specifi cally designed 
to forti fy arti sts’ understanding of business and fi nancial 
management. Secondly, the Quad City Performing 
Arts Mentorship aims to provide performing arti sts 
opportuniti es to refi ne and expand their educati onal and 
touring capabiliti es.

All of these projects were made possible with your 
support!  It is through your generosity that we conti nue 
to enhance and celebrate the arts within the Quad City 
region. We extend our heartf elt thank you and we look 
forward to sharing another exciti ng year with you!
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STRATEGIC PLAN INITIATIVES
•  Diversify our audience, including event att endees and 

arti sts served
•  Clarify and establish our identi ty to our audiences. 
•  Create a more visible physical space 
•  Diversify and stabilize monetary resources

Established in the early 1970s, we at Quad City Arts 
have been pivotal in fostering the arts community across 
Iowa and Illinois, supporti ng arti sts and organizati ons 
with a variety of programs and services. Quad City 
Arts contributes signifi cantly to the region’s economic 
development and cultural enrichment, and conti nues to 
pivot to meet the needs of our community.

ABOUT

from Executive Director, Kevin L. Maynard

Kevin L. Maynard, 
Executi ve Director
Cheryl Decap,
Festi val Administrator
Kady Derbyshire, 
Operati ons Director
Margot G. Day, 
Performing Arts Director
Karie Gilson, 
Development Director

Ben Gougeon, 
Events Coordinator
Abi Kongkousonh, 
Gallery Assistant
Hannah Morrell, 
Executi ve Assistant
Alex Salaverria, 
Marketi ng & Design Director
Dawn Wohlford-Metallo, 
Visual Arts Director

MISSION STATEMENT 
Quad City Arts is dedicated to enriching the quality of life 
in the Quad City Region through the arts.

VISION STATEMENT
Quad City Arts will foster a thriving arts community by 
intenti onally building its role as an arts presenter, advocate, 
connector, and resource hub. 

OUR TEAM
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ART WITH A MISSION
Quad City Arts is an arts advocacy organizati on that operates 
visual arts galleries, community events, re-granti ng programs, 
an educati onal residency program presenti ng multi -disciplinary 
performing arts, and acti vates public spaces through public art. 

Showcasing students’ artwork in a commercial art gallery and compete for over 
$6,000 in scholarships and prizes.

METRO ARTS YOUTH 
APPRENTICESHIPS 

Metro Arts brings together talented young adults and provides them with paid 
apprenti ceships in the arts. The program is open to any student age 15-21 residing 
in the Quad City area.

Featuring both established and emerging arti sts, our exhibiti ons span across two 
physical gallery spaces, Rock Island Gallery and Art at the Airport, supplemented 
by an online gallery, ensuring broad accessibility to our diverse off erings.

GALLERY EXHIBITS
& SPACES 

Providing grants and funding to support arti sts and arts programming, prioriti zing 
community engagement.

ARTS DOLLARS 
GRANT PROGRAM

Quad City Arts collaborates with citi es, organizati ons, and businesses to curate 
and exhibit public sculptures in accessible locati ons across the region.

PUBLIC SCULPTURE 
PROGRAM 

ANNUAL HIGH SCHOOL 
ART INVITATIONAL

Bringing performing arts directly to schools and community sites, providing low-
cost opportuniti es for students and area residents to see performances that would 
otherwise be out of reach.

VISITING ARTIST
 SERIES

Quad City Arts facilitates art selecti on for businesses, acti vely parti cipates in 
placemaking initi ati ves to enhance our community’s cultural landscape.

ART SERVICES

In 2020 Quad City Arts committ ed to improve diversity, 
equity, and inclusion. What followed was a hard 
look within our organizati on, our programs, and our 
leadership. This secti on is intended to both share our 
commitment, improvements, and to measure change. 
Our eff orts around Diversity, Equity and Inclusion are on-
going. To read more you can fi nd the 2020-2022 annual 
report at quadcityarts.com/about. 

Quad City Arts is relentlessly driving transformati ve 
change, both internally and within our communiti es. 
Our partnership in 2022 with Alfred Ramirez of Diverse 
Strategies Now sparked a profound reassessment of 
our structures through DEI-focused workshops. These 
insights led to signifi cant revisions in our committ ee 
charters in 2023, aligning our governance with our 
inclusive values. As we move into 2024, we remain 
committ ed to ongoing change, deepening community 
ti es and championing diversity at every level.

DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION

BIPOC* Board Members 22% 29%
Female Board Members 50% 50%
BIPOC Arti sts represented in VAS 76% 36%
Female Arti sts represented in VAS 34% 38%
BIPOC Arti sts represented in gallery exhibiti ons 10% 18%
Female Arti sts represented in gallery exhibiti ons 52% 69%
BIPOC Arti sts represented in Metro Arts 31% 31%
Female Arti sts represented in Metro Arts 69% 70%

*Black, Indigenous, People of Color (BIPOC)

2022  2023

PROGRAMS



in schools and community 
sites by 13 nati onally ac-

claimed performance arti sts 
through the 

Visiti ng Arti st 
Series

163
OUTREACH EVENTS

Arts Dollars, Public Sculpture, 
Public Art Projects, Metro Arts, 
Gallery Sales, Awards – HS Art 

and Riverssance.

$237+K
TOTAL PAID TO 

REGIONAL ARTISTS

$84,000

• grants to 20 Organizati ons 
• 8 Individual Arti sts 
• 35,000+people impacted

awarded in 
ARTS DOLLARS

$$
¢¢ ¢$

7  Murals

22  Sculptures 

29
Public Art 

Installati ons

N
EW

 

22    Sculptures 

PAID TO 
STUDENTS 

age 15-21 to create 
art in our 

community

$37,750+

Events include: Chalk Art Fest, Riverssance, Alternati ng Currents Events, 
Performing Arts Signature Series, Public Concerts, Festi val of Trees

302,248 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
 reach through events

OUR IMPACT IN 2023

ARTISTS FEATURED
in our gallery exhibits including 
the High School Art Invitati onal

333
90+ Arti sts featured 

in our gallery 
store

3,000 VISITORS 
to the RI Gallery 

“Our new 
mural is truly a special 

highlight of the emerging 
arts scene in downtown 

Moline.  It provides vibrancy 
and intrigue, and I look forward 

to more projects gracing our 
streets and buildings in 

the near future.”
-Sangeetha Rayapati 

Mayor of Moline

“Quad City Arts’ 
commitment to fostering 

local arti sti c talent has been 
instrumental in propelling my 

career forward. The support from the 
Quad City Arts has not only enabled 

me to pursue my passion but has also 
opened doors to countless opportuniti es. 

Thank you for supporti ng arti sts 
and for being a driving force behind 

the vibrant arti sti c landscape in 
our community.”

-Brandon Nees 
“Mars Murals Co”



ARTIST CIRCLE • $2,500+
Diane Harris
Caroline Kimple

VISIONARY • $1,000+
Anne Colville
Deere Employees Credit Union
Ms. Laura Ekizian
John Gardner 
  & Catherine Weideman
David & Peg Iglehart
Jane & Kevin Koski
Carolyn & Joseph Marti n
Mr. Kevin Maynard
Jacqueline O’Donnell
Mark & Debbie Schwiebert
Steve Sinner
Doris & Rusty Unterzuber
Jeff  Whitaker
Bill & Pat Wohlford

ADVOCATE • $500+
William J. Albertson
Bill & Judy Benevento
Davenport Eye Group
Diane & Joel Franken
Janice Hartwig
Jean Johnson
Ms. Ann Koski
Bill & Carmen Lundie
Mary McKeown
Mary Regan
Jim & Julie Spelhaug
Beth & Scott  Tinsman

CONTRIBUTOR • $250+
Dixie & William Burress
John & Cheryl DeCap
Shea Doyle
Steve & Jerry Drucker
Ms. Betti  na Getz
Mr. Robert Haug
Integrated Wireless 
Services LLC
Stephen & Nancy Johnson
Jill Mast
Robert & Marilyn Noe
Mrs. Jerry & Lorrie Oberhardt
Mr. Alain Pfaff 
Rock Island Art Guild
Dr. Ed Rogalski
Sam & Nancy Schold
Maggie Tinsman
Dinah Wagner
Mr. Lance Brendan Young
Mark Zimmerman

SUPPORTER • $50+
Mr. Brian Allen
Alicia Anderson

Ann Austi n
Victor & Dara Barney
Lorrie Beaman
Scott  Beck
Bett endorf Financial Group
Norm Boelk
Chet & Joy Boruff 
Joe & Heidi Brandt
Gary & Gloria Burlingame
Gaye Shannon Burnett 
Debra Carlson
Nick & Nancy Coin
Gene & Mollie Conrad
Deann Cook
Linda Cook
Dr. Christi ne Dahl
Mr. H.J. & Michele Dane
Hobart Darbyshire
Jack & Carmen Darland
Andrew Dasso
Margot Day
Deborah Doehler Studio
Wayne & Nancy Dengler
Brooke & Greg DeWolf
Jeff  & Martha Dismer
Cedar Rapids Metro 
  Economic Alliance
Loryann Eis
Rick Frels
Davia Gallup
Janet Gehrls
Marvel Green
Louis & Jean Haas
Carolyn Hamilton
Martha & Don Huber
William & Deborah Irey
Cathy Kessel
Kiwanis Club of East 
  Moline-Silvis
Mary Lou Kotecki
Andrzej Kozlowski
John & Cynthia Lee
Bob Lewis
Randy & Linda Lewis
Life At Night
Living Lands & Waters
Alice Loff 
Ms. Conchita C. Lucas-Murrillo
Russell Maidlow
Genevieve Marriott 
Nancy Martel
David Maier & Matt  McGrane
Anonymous
Paul & Sue McDevitt 
Shanlee McNally
Larry Moore
Ms. Victoria Navarro
Allen & Diane Newmann
Holly Nomura

Donald Noon
Royal Neighbors Of America
Mr. Richard Ohrn
Marge Pentland
Drew & Meghan Peterson
Lisa Powell Williams
Alta Price
Ted Priester
Bill & Sylvia Roba
Wynne Schafer
David & Julie Scott 
Patti   Seda
Don & Pat Sierk
Linda Silver
Sara Simonson
Larry Sneath
Craig Sommers
State Representati ve District 72
Greg & Robyn Stender
Gary & Barbara Stolley
Karen Swanson
Diane Tasler
Kathy Taylor Ruggeberg
Zaiga Thorson
United Iowa Financial
Mikel & Wendy Van Dyke
Patricia Walkup
Philip Wasta
Carol Weiland
Mike Whiteman
Marcia Whitmore
Jack Wilhoit
Linda Wilkinson
Brian & Lisa Williams
Shelly Wood
World Travel Watercolors/  
  Limited Editi ons

VISITING ARTIST SERIES
Bechtel Charitable Trust 
Illinois Arts Council Agency
Iowa Arts Council 
John Deere 
Kiwanis Club of Davenport 
Mary Iva Gitt ens Knouse Trust
Mid Atlanti c Arts Performin 
Arts Global Exchange grant
Nati onal Endowment 
  for the Arts
Quad Citi es Community 
Foundati on’s Operati ons 
  and Program Grants
Rauch Family Foundati on I
Regional Development   
  Authority 
Rock Island Community 
  Foundati on 
Rotary Club of Rock Island 
Scott  County Regional  
  Authority
Western Arts Alliance AIP   
  Touring Fund Grant

METRO ARTS 
APPRENTICESHIP
Two Rivers United 
  Methodist Church
Coff ee House Café and Goods
Rock Island Library Watt s-
  Midtown Branch
Coff ee House Café and Goods
Rock Island Library Watt s
  Midtown Branch

2023 PARTNERS
We are profoundly grateful to our donors for their 
unwavering support over the past year. Your generosity has 
been the cornerstone of our achievements, enabling us to 
reach new heights and make signifi cant impacts. This annual 
report not only refl ects our accomplishments but also stands 
as a testament to your commitment to our cause. Your 
contributi ons have touched lives, fostered innovati on, and 
propelled us forward. Together, we are making a diff erence.

We could not do this 
impactf ul work without the 
dedicati on to our board and 
committ ees. Thank you for 
your ti me and dedicati on.

VISUAL & PUBLIC ARTS 
COMMITTEE
Jane Koski
Nate Augusti ne
Carolyn Marti n
Kathleen Richlen
Paul Lang-arti st
Gaye Shannon Burnett 
Brian Allen
Deborah Doehler
Kristi n Quinn
Megan Quinn

PERFORMING ARTS 
COMMITTEE
Matt hew Bishop
Michelle Chavez
Anne Colville
John Hagar
Sarah Hepner
Lori LaCorte 
Bill Lundie 
Dr. Mary Neil 
Rudi Newkirk
Lance Sadlek
Chelsea Sammons
Steve Schwaegler
Lisa Powell Williams 

RIVERSSANCE COMMITTEE
Jodean Meleski
Kathy Betcher
Jim Cronk
Dan Darland
Michele Darland
Heidi Hernandez
Mark Meleski
Sherry Maurer
Colleen McCarty-Tomlinson
Sarah Mullins
Amy Orr

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dr. Carolyn Marti n, President
Nate Augusti ne, Vice President
Kathleen Richlen, Secretary
Laura Ekizian, Treasurer
Brian Allen
Shea Doyle
Joy Boruff 
Blanca Leal
Bill Lundie
Sam McCullum
Steve Morrison
Jacqueline O’Donnell
Kathy Taylor Ruggeberg
Juan Valti erra

BOARD & 
COMMITTEES



FESTIVAL OF TREES
MANAGEMENT TEAM

Festi val Administrator 
Cheryl Decap
Areas & Att racti ons
Co-Managers
Kathy Aden, Stephanie Witt 
Design Areas Manager
Kim Parein
Designer Recruitment 
Manager
Pat Wohlford
Facility Logisti cs Manager
Pete Miller, Mike Linn
Finance Manager
Cheryl DeCap 
Gift  Shop
Kathy Aden
Stephanie Witt 
Holiday Parade Manager
Julie Basden
Sponsorship Manager
Karie Gilson 
Marketi ng Manager
Alex Salaverria 
Operati ons and Sales Manager
Sara Wells
Tech Support
Kady Derbyshire
Volunteers Manager
Janice Gibbs
Consultants
Marty Huber, Cathy Kessel, 
Joni Parish-Doane, Monta 
Ponsett o, Meghan Peterson, 
Julie Smith

STEERING COMMITTEE 
CHAIRS
Kathy Aden
Jana Balti more
Julie Basden
Greg Behning
Beth Behrends
Lynn Behrends
Amber Betti  s
Deb Boland
Karen Budelier Brown
Kathy Buckley
Lori Byrd

Shannon Cartee
Erin Chambless
Starr Doak
Jamie Donaway
Erin Duff y
Pam Fuhr
Janice Gibbs
Karie Gilson
Jami Gonzalez
Amber Grimm
Kimberly Guy
Sue Hahn
Twilla Harris
Heather Hepner
Steven Inman
Mike Linn
Colett a Macaluso
Arine Maier
Marlene Marolf
Laurie Marple
Onnica Marquez
Pete Miller
Kim Parein
Kathy Pezley
Julie Reyes
Kit Sayles
Susie Scott 
Beth Sindt
Jenny Smith
Susan Spenard
Jenni Swanson
Sherry Vickers
Sara Wells
Vickie Wetzel
Stephanie Witt 
Bill Wohlford
Pat Wohlford

We extend our heartf elt 
grati tude to the following 
sponsor’s invaluable 
support of this amazing 
holiday event!

GRAND PATRON 
$25,000+
Kwik Star
KWQC-TV6
Quad-City Times

PATRON $10,000+ 
Arconic
Carpenters Training Center of 
  the Quad Citi es
City of Bett endorf

The Festi val of Trees is Quad City Arts’ 
premier annual fundraising gala, playing 
a pivotal role in fostering local arts 
programming across the Quad Citi es. 
This enchanti ng holiday traditi on 
thrives on the remarkable dedicati on 
of our community volunteers and the 
magnanimity of our sponsors. Thank 
you for helping us keep the magic alive.

FESTIVAL OF TREES City of Davenport
IH Mississippi Valley Credit Union
IMEG Corp.
Modern Woodmen of America
RiverCenter/Adler Theatre
SSAB

DIAMOND $5,000+
Arrowhead Youth & Family Services
John Deere
Isabel Bloom
MidAmerican Energy
iHeart Media / Mix96
NECA-IBEW 
Nestle Purina PetCare
Novelis
QC Waterfront Conventi on Center 
  & Isle Casino
R.I.A. Federal Credit Union
VanDerGinst Law, P.C. 

GOLD STAR $2,500+
Bally’s Quad Citi es
DoubleTree by Hilton
Elanders Americas
Eye Surgeons Associates 
Great Southern Bank
Green State Credit Union
Junior Board of Rock Island
Kimberly BMW
KLJB Fox 18
Mel Foster Co.
Metronet
MH Equipment Company – Quad  
  Citi es
Necker’s Jewelers 
Painters & Drywall Finishers
  Apprenti ceship Local Union 502
  & 676
University of Iowa Healthcare – 
  Quad Citi es 
U.S. Bank
West Music
WHBF-4
Wheelan-Pressly Funeral Home   
  & Crematory / Van Hoe 
  Funeral Home
Whitey’s Ice Cream
WQAD Channel 8 

SILVER STAR $1,000+
Altorfer Rents
Circa ’21 Dinner Playhouse
dPhilms 
Diamond Vogel Paint
Dutrac Community Credit Union
Green Buick GMC
Group O Companies
Horizon Movers
HUPP Toyota LIFT
Offi  ce Machine Consultants
One-Step Printi ng
Quad City Bank & Trust
Sedona Staffi  ng
Storage of America in partnership
  with IL/IA Center for 
  Independent Living
TBK Bank
The Acri Company 
The Milestone Group 
  at Morgan Stanley

City of Davenport
City of Rock Island
NEST Café
Nahant Marsh Educati on 
  Center
Partners of Scott  County 
  Watersheds

QUAD CITY 
ARTS PRESENTS 
PERFORMANCE 
SERIES
Kevin & Jane Koski 
Bill & Carmen Lundie
Robert & Cindy Haug

PUBLIC SCULPTURE 
PROGRAM
City of Bett endorf 
City of Rock Island 
City of Moline 
Downtown Davenport 
  Partnership
Hampton Cranes, Inc. 

HIGH SCHOOL ART 
INVITATIONAL
William Butt erworth 
  Foundati on
Carolyn Marti n
Carlo Centore
Deborah Doehler Studio
Deere Employees Credit 
  Union
Dphilms/TAG
Elaine & Larry Sneath
Jack Wilhoit
Jane Koski
Janice Hartwig
Joel & Diane Franken
Living Lands & Waters
Pat Bereskin 
Mark & Barbara 
  Zimmerman
Morency Giving Fund
Ralph Iaccarino, Life at 
  Night Rock Island Art   
  Guild
Shea Doyle & Hannah 
  Morrell
Steve Pray
V. Skip Willits

CHALK ART FEST 
Morency Giving Fund
City of Rock Island 
iHeart Media 
Blick Art Materials 
Davenport Noon 
  Opti mists
Nestle Purina PetCare
Bright Bat Designs

RIVERSSANCE 
FESTIVAL OF FINE ART
IHMVCU
IMEG
KWQC-TV6
Zimmerman Honda
City of Davenport 
Village of East Davenport
Iowa Arts Council
Illinois Arts Council



“Quad City Arts conti nues to be a trusted regional leader that is making 
our community stronger through the arts,” said Dave Herrell President 
and CEO, Visit Quad Citi es. “Visitors desire places where they can 
emoti onally connect to and be inspired. Public art and its evoluti on 
in the Quad Citi es are adding value for tourism and our quality-of-life 
objecti ves. Quad City Arts recognizes this and has made it an imperati ve 
private/public sector conversati on and acti on to lift  our Quad Citi es 
creati ve energy. We must support their initi ati ves because the arts 
bolster economic development, resident pride, and our visitor economy.”
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The vibrancy and success of our programs are a direct refl ection of the generous 
support and dedication from our community. Whether through fi nancial 

contributions, volunteering your time, or offering governance and strategic guidance, 
your involvement is the cornerstone of our mission to enrich the quality of life in the 

Quad Cities through the arts. 

Make your contribution to Quad City Arts and help us 
grow a vibrant future.

To fi nd out more about how you can be involved with Quad City Arts 
visit QuadCityArts.com.




